
Detroit Green Task Force Meeting 

January 28, 2010 

-Minutes- 

Meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Ken Cockrel, followed by introductions. 

Presentations: 

GreeningDetroit.com 

GreeningDetroit.com is a comprehensive Green website focused on Metropolitan Detroit.  The website primarily serves 

two purposes: 

• Provides a directory of companies supplying green products and services. 

• Provides useful information to people in our communities that are working toward a better future. 

Information and tips on green technology can be found in the site for commercial, industrial, and residential 

applications.  The website also provides details on non-profit organizations, schools that incorporate green curriculum, 

government involvement, green news, and lifestyle topics surrounding healthy, eco-friendly ideas. 

Events taking place in our communities pertaining to green efforts will also be listed on the site.  Please visit 

GreeningDetroit.com … your input is welcome. 

 

Deconstruction Workgroup  – Beverly Manick, Young Detroit Builders 

A steering group is being assembled to promote policies and legislation concerning deconstruction as an alternative to 

demolition.  The object of the deconstruction program is to reuse, salvage, and recycle materials to reduce land fill and 

support future building.    

This is a tremendous opportunity for job creation.  Demolition typically calls for two employees, while deconstruction 

uses six to eight people plus supervisors per home.  This can help the economy as well as the environment.  

Deconstruction will cost more than demolition in the short picture but in the larger picture the gain is considerable:  The 

economic redevelopment in the City of Detroit as well as the improvement for our environment.  This process also 

promotes industries that use the salvaged material.   An outreach and education committee is available to train young 

Detroiters in deconstruction. 

 

WARM Training Center – Jacob Corvidea 

Federal dollars will be coming into Detroit via the Pathways out of Poverty program. 

WARM is launching a pilot program to provide energy audits for non- profit organizations. 

WARM’s wind turbine was showcased in the cable show, “Renovation Nation”. 

Energy education work has been expanded to include Flint and Pontiac. 

The City of Detroit, State of Michigan, and City of Grand Rapids will receive sizable grants – grant details will be available 

in March. 
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Michigan Rails to Trails - Todd Scott 

The organization’s goal is to build trails for biking, walking, and horseback riding through an interconnected greenway in 

our area.  Several greenways are currently being developed in our area. 

DDOT is working to add bike racks to the busses this year. 

Bike parking is an issue that needs some attention and an underground bike park is being planned – this would be similar 

to an interstate system for bikes. 

Upcoming events:   Bike the Bridge (Ambassador Bridge) – June. 

   Detroit Bike Week – looking at putting together for this year - possibly 3000 bikers. 

Grass roots advocacy and a website are currently being developed. 

 

Urban Agriculture – Kathryn Underwood, CPC 

Kathryn is working on writing codes for urban agriculture to define urban gardens and market gardens, deal with green 

houses, water catching systems, zoning, and farms.  There are no models for this … Detroit is a leader in urban 

agriculture.  The goal is to present a draft of the codes for the Green Task Force within the next month.   Zoning codes 

will be addressed as well, and there may be a need to develop ordinances for regulation.  We may need to check intent 

of corporate involvement.   Currently, there are close to 1000 community gardens.   

The whole world is looking at Detroit for the concept of urban gardening.  This is an area with great potential … 

presently, three major projects are in the works and chickens and bee keeping may be next on the agenda once 

agriculture is properly structured. 

 

Greening of Detroit – Naomi Ruth 

This spring, 1000 trees will be planted as part of the tree planting program.  Anyone interested in volunteer 

partnerships, please call (313) 237-8733. 

The Garden Resource Program had over 900 gardeners last year and expects 1300 this year.  Interested volunteers 

should call (313) 285-1249. 

The Workforce Development Program involves pruning, cutting grass, etc.   

There are youth employment opportunities for ages 15 – 18.  More information will be available in March.  Contact (313) 

237-8733 or LinseyB@Greeningof Detroit.com for immediate information. 

Regarding the Vacant Lot Reclamation Program, the City of Detroit has 50,000 lots not cared for … Greening of Detroit is 

working on plans for these lots as well as funding ideas.  The organization is looking for partnerships.   Detroit youths are 

employed in this program. 
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Recycling Update 

The east side of Detroit has the manual 18 gallon bins. The west side has an automated service.  We currently have a    

22% city-wide participation rate.     

A community steering group is looking to partner with 10 elementary schools in pilot areas to spur participation. 

A reasonable goal would be a 30% – 40 % participation rate.  The program will advance regardless of the participation 

rate.  There may be a need to extend the pilot program for a successful roll-out.  A solid waste committee is anticipated 

to address an integrated municipal solid waste program. 

There are two bills in Lansing to add money into municipal recycling programs. 

To increase awareness of recycling programs, there have been community meetings, mailers, and water bill inserts.  

Future public relations efforts will surround Earth Day.  A link on the City’s website is suggested to raise awareness. 

  

Announcements:  

Please take note of an article written about Detroit and the move toward a greener future.  The article was written for 

the French magazine, La Vie, and was handed out at the meeting. 

Watch for a PBS documentary, “Blueprint America:  Beyond the Motor City” on February 8 at 10:00 p.m.  This focuses on 

Detroit and the future of its public transportation. 

ASHRAE - The Coleman Young Municipal Center has received their 4
th

 Energy Star. 

The Friends of the Detroit River is sponsoring the 11th annual ecology fair, Shiver on the River.  The event will take place 

on Saturday, February 6 from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Belle Isle.  For more information, contact TriciaFDR@yahoo.com. 

The Michigan Good Food Summit will take place in Lansing on February 25: Register at Michiganfood.org. 

Preparations for Earth Day are being discussed … Detroit City Schools will have an event showcasing Earth Day. 

Two City Council Ordinances are sponsored by Ken Cockrel and the Green Task Force and are currently being reviewed 

for approval:  Green Purchasing Ordinance and Anti-Idling Ordinance.  The ordinances have not yet been passed and, 

additionally, may be revised prior to approval.  All present are asked to support these proposed ordinances as we move 

forward for approval.  They are posted at the end of these minutes. 
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